《Dummelow’s Commentary on the Bible – Proverbs》(John R. Dummelow)
Commentator

Compiled by 40 Bible Scholars and edited by Dummelow, this commentary has received favorable reviews from Christians of many denominations. At one time, this was one of the most popular commentaries of the 20th century. Although not as conservative as the others, it is still quite helpful with detailed introductions and concise comments. All maps and images from the printed edition are included.

This commentary provides in a single large but convenient book the essential scholarly information on the Bible necessary to every minister and Bible student.

Dummelow's Commentary is distinguished by two remarkable combinations of merits. First, it combines to an extraordinary degree completeness and conciseness. As Bishop Anderson of the Diocese of Chicago has said, it contains "more information attractively presented than can be found in the same amount of space in the whole realm of Bible Literature." Yet it is not too diffuse, nor is the essential information obscured by unnecessary or rambling discourse.

Second, it combines in a remarkable way the highest religious reverence with exact scientific rigor. Preachers and theologians of many denominations and various shades of faith have paid tribute to its "conservative liberalism".

00 Introduction 

The Hebrew word Mashal covers a much larger area than our 'Proverb.' The latter signifies a pithy, pointed saying, which, by its obvious correspondence with the facts of human nature and experience, wins popular acceptance. Of such brief, clear and sensible utterances there are abundant examples in the book before us. But it also contains other forms of composition. There are passages in which the subject is continued for several verses, especially in the earlier and some of the later chapters; lengthy descriptions, such as that of the Bad Woman (Proverbs 7) and the Excellent Woman (Proverbs 31:10-31); homilies and addresses (Proverbs 1:20-33; Proverbs 8). In other books of the Bible the Mashal has a still wider range of meaning: it is an allegory (Ezekiel 17:2); a figurative discourse (Numbers 23:7, Numbers 23:18); a byword (Jeremiah 24:9); a taunt (Isaiah 14:4); a lament (Micah 2:4); an argument (Job 29:1). The idea at its root is that of a similitude or parallelism, a comparison with some well-known object, and it is, as a rule, distinguished from the other parallelism with which we are familiar in the Bible, that of the Psalms, in that it is spoken, not intended to be sung.

The proverbs contained in the book which bears this name are not of the kind which spring unbidden to the lips of the people, the

'Bits of ancient observation by his fathers garnered, each

As a pebble worn and polished in the current of his speech.'

They show on their face that they were composed by thinkers, by the class of men who were known as 'the wise '(Job 15:18; Jeremiah 18:18). In some cases this is distinctly stated (Proverbs 1:6; Proverbs 22:17; Proverbs 24:23). They arrange themselves in five main divisions. The Introduction Proverbs 1-9; Proverbs 10:1 to Proverbs 22:16; Proverbs 22:17-24; Proverbs 25-29 the Appendix, 31, 31. To the Introduction (Proverbs 1:1) and to two of the collections (Proverbs 10:1; Proverbs 25:1) the name of Solomon is prefixed. We are not, however, to understand that he was the author of all the sayings under these headings. He was traditionally regarded as the representative of all wisdom, and at 1 Kings 4:32 we read that he 'spoke three thousand proverbs.' The majority of the maxims and discourses preserved in our book belong to times and circumstances altogether unlike his, but we have no means of distinguishing with certainty any that may have originated with him. The collection probably contains many pre-exilic proverbs besides those of Solomon; but it also contains others of a later date and cannot have been cast into its present form till some time after the exile.

Proverbs occupies an important place in what is known as the Wisdom Literature of the Jews. This consists of the Canonical Books, Job, Proverbs and Ecclesiastes, the apocryphal Ecclesiasticus and the Wisdom of Solomon. Job handles the serious problem of the relation between the sufferings of the righteous and the justice and goodness of God. Ecclesiastes discusses the value of life from a pessimistic standpoint. The Wisdom of Solomon seeks to demonstrate, both to the Gentiles and to those Jews who were tempted to apostasy, that there is no true wisdom apart from the faith in the One God. Proverbs and Ecclesiasticus are guides for daily life, not concerning themselves with intellectual difficulties or the controversy between monotheism and idolatry, but devoted to the promotion of uprightness and purity. It was said of Socrates that he brought philosophy down from heaven to earth. He turned men from speculations on the origin of the universe to their duties as individuals and members of the commonwealth. A somewhat similar remark might be made about this branch of the Wisdom Literature. Its chief concern is with the sane and prudent ordering of daily life. It looks on wisdom as the art of living well. It enforces virtue as the way by which the goal of happiness may be reached. It guards against stumblingblocks, pitfalls, and bypaths. It makes great use of prudential considerations. Yet it is religious at heart. The fear of the Lord is its beginning. God's law, revealed in Scripture and experience, or imparted by meditative and observant men, is never forgotten. His government is over all human affairs; His rewards and punishments take effect in this present life, and are sincerely believed in. But wisdom is not regarded as confined to these strictly practical matters. Agur (Proverbs 30:3) uses the word almost in the sense of philosophy. And the wisdom which displays its excellence by guiding aright a young man's course is seen to be essentially one with that attribute of God which directed the creation of the world (Proverbs 8).

The ideal of life here enjoined is by ho means an unworthy one. Honesty, industry, chastity, considerateness for all, helpfulness towards the distressed; humanity, reverence, and trust towards God are urged unweariedly. There is no base or unworthy maxim, no sanction of the spirit of revenge, like the Italian, 'Wait time and place for thy revenge, for it is never well done in a hurry': no recommendation of fawning obsequiousness, like the Eastern, 'If the monkey reigns, dance before him.' In some respects it is even healthier in tone than its companion books. Compare, for instance, its view of woman (Proverbs 14:1; Proverbs 18:22; Proverbs 19:14; Proverbs 31:10-31) With Sirach 17:28. Sirach 25:16-26. On the other hand, there are defects. Two weaknesses are especially to be noticed. First, the absence of all belief in a real life beyond the grave. This is a serious drawback. When men came to realise that rewards and punishments are not distributed on earth in accordance with conduct, the foundation was destroyed on which the proverb-writers built their recommendations of virtue. The Wisdom of Solomon, which owes much to its contact with Greek thought, marks a great advance in this particular (Wisdom of Solomon 2:23; Wisdom 3, Wisdom of Solomon 4:20; Wisdom of Solomon 5:15; Wisdom of Solomon 6:19); and in the teaching of Christ the prospect of a future dispensation of judgment occupied an important place. Secondly, there is no warm and inspiring hope of the reclamation of the foolish and sinful. If a man is on the wrong side of the line it is taken for granted that he will remain there, contrary to the charity and hopefulness of Him who 'came not to call the righteous, but sinners to repentance.' As to the notes which follow, it should be remembered that our limits of space preclude anything beyond a short explanation, illustration, or paraphrase of the more difficult ambiguous and interesting paragraphs. The reader is strongly recommended to have the Revised Version always before him. In concise sayings, where everything depends on the exact point being touched, the rendering of a single word makes all the difference. The RV or its margin often hit the mark which the AV has missed. For example, the latter uses the word 'wisdom' to represent several words of the original. It is always worth noting where the RV substitutes 'wise dealing,' 'prudence,' 'subtilty.' Again, the RV has sometimes availed itself of the help furnished by the LXX. This is of great importance. Passing from mouth to mouth, not deemed equally sacred with the utterances of the Law or even of the Prophets, these adages frequently failed to keep their original form. And the form presented by the Greek Version sometimes recommends itself as the correct one.

One other recommendation may be permitted. Ecclesiasticus is well worth reading along with Proverbs. Its tone is very similar, but it was written somewhat later (about 200 b.c.); it is an invaluable aid to the understanding of the Jewish mind.

01 Chapter 1 

Verses 1-33
The chapter falls into three principal divisions.

1-6. Title and Introduction explaining the object of the whole book, which is to instruct the inexperienced and add to the educated man's knowledge. It is assumed that good conduct is an art which can be taught. But the learner must be in sympathy with the subject; a right judgment concerning moral truth is attainable only by those who hunger and thirst after righteousness. The method of instruction is by proverbs, figures, parables and vivid pictures, and is therefore substantially the same as that which our Lord adopted.

7-19. A Warning against Companionship with Robbers. We are at first astounded at finding such a warning necessary. Only in days of weak government, such as the 5th and 4th cent. b.c., when the rulers were mere representatives of a distant foreign monarch, was such a state of affairs possible.

20-33. Wisdom's Call and Threats. Wisdom is represented as a preacher, who goes out into the streets, the broad places near the city gates, the long gateways through which men enter or leave the town, the 'dusky lane and wrangling mart,' there to lift up her voice. As the prophets (Isaiah 20:2; Jeremiah 5:1; Micah 1:8) went amongst their fellows, as Socrates was daily found in the marketplace conversing with all who would, as Jesus Himself ever taught in synagogues and in the Temple, where all the Jews come together (John 18:20), so Wisdom is not fastidious or exclusive; none can complain that they have been denied the opportunity of hearing. But the hour is now past. The simpletons, the unbelieving scoffers and the crassly stupid are threatened with swift and sudden punishment. For the Wisdom which here speaks is not of quite the same spirit as that of NT., which is peaceful, gentle, easy to be entreated, full of mercy (James 3:17): there is more of Elijah than of Christ in it.

4. Read, 'to give prudence to the simple.' The simple, open to each new impression, believes anything. The prudent, or subtle, has learnt caution from experience. 

6. Interpretation] RV 'figure' (Habakkuk 2:6). Dark sayings] RV 'riddles' (Judges 14:18; Numbers 12:8; Ezekiel 17:2; Habakkuk 2:6).

7. A motto for the whole book. True morality is based on a right relation to God. Fear is the keynote of OT. piety; not slavish terror, but reverence and humility.

8. The teacher addresses the learner as 'My son': parents will also give moral instruction.

9. Read, 'a chaplet of grace.' At banquets the heads of the guests were crowned with garlands. Chains] cp. Genesis 41:42; Daniel 5:29.

12. Grave] 'Sheol' (RV) and the pit are the cheerless under-world, away from God and all real life, which the dead were supposed to inhabit (Proverbs 2:18; Proverbs 23:14).

17. Warning is useless: they do not see that they are rushing to destruction.

23. Turn and listen whilst I declare my purpose.

31. Mediæval theologians taught that molten gold would be poured down the throats of the avaricious in hell and that other vices also would be punished in kind. 'That they might learn that by what things a man sinneth, by these he is punished '(Wisdom of Solomon 11:16).

32. When simpletons turn away from instruction they shall suffer for it. 'He who will not be ruled by the rudder must be ruled by the rocks.' Prosperity] RM 'carelessness,' false security. 'Serious things tomorrow,' the Greek tyrant said, thrusting under the pillow of his couch the letter which would nave saved his from assassination.

02 Chapter 2 
Verses 1-22

The Search for Wisdom
1-4. The condition which must be fulfilled. Spinoza said, 'The effort to understand is the first and sole basis of virtue.'

1. Hide] i.e. as a treasure. 

2. The heart in OT. is the seat of the intellect. 

4. Wealth was hoarded in the shape of gold and jewels. In times of peril this was buried (Genesis 43:23; Job 3:21; Jeremiah 41:8; Matthew 13:44). Hence the suspicion with which Orientals have often regarded modern explorers.

5-8. The result. It brings us into relation with Him who is the only source of wisdom and safety.

7. Sound wisdom] read, 'deliverances.'

8. His saints] read, 'His pious' or 'loving ones'; those who love and are beloved by Him (Psalms 12:1; Psalms 30:4; Psalms 31:23).

9-19. A further result. It saves from the seductions of bad men and women.

10. When] RV 'for.' It becomes part of his very mind.

16-18. The stress laid in these chapters on sensual vice proves that the evil was a flagrant one. The population was drawn to the great towns where such temptations are common. The strange woman (Proverbs 22:14) was not a foreigner but an adulteress or harlot, to whom the man was not related. In later ages Jewish pride entitled such a person 'an Aramæan,' as though no Jewess would stoop so low.

17. The 'friend of her youth' (RV) is her husband (Jeremiah 3:2-5). The covenant of her God] Though there was perhaps no religious ceremony, the marriage relation was a religious one (Exodus 20:14; Malachi 2:14).

18. Read,

'For her house leads down unto Death,

And her paths unto the Shades.'

She and her guests are on their way to that under-world which is tenanted by the Shades, the disembodied, shadow-like, hopeless dead (Proverbs 9:18). The ancient idea of a future existence, not worthy of the name of existence, prevails all through this book.

03 Chapter 3 
Verses 1-35

The Blessings of Obedience and of Chastisement
The first and third divisions, 1-10, 21-35, are exhortations to good conduct and promises of consequent blessing. The second, 11-20, declares the profitableness of divine chastening and the value of wisdom.

1. Law] or 'direction.' The teacher speaks as one having authority. 

3. Mercy] RM 'kindness.' He is to retain kindness and faithfulness, as he would the signet-ring which hangs from his neck by a cord (Genesis 38:18; Song of Solomon 8:6), or as the phylacteries on arm and forehead: cp. Exodus 13:9; Deuteronomy 6:8; Deuteronomy 11:18. 

5. We are easily misled by passion and sin. 'Thanks to our wisdom, we should, once for all, refrain from being clever.'

8. For navel read 'flesh,' as at Proverbs 4:22. This change only requires the addition of a single letter, and it gives us the pair,' flesh and bones,' which in biblical language make up the body (Genesis 29:14; 2 Samuel 5:1, etc.). The drying up of the bones is a figure of extreme distress (Proverbs 17:22; Psalms 32:3-4): hence the word 'moistening' (RM) here. 

9. To honour is to pay the dues (Isaiah 43:28; Daniel 11:38; 1 Timothy 5:7). 

10. Presses] i.e. 'vats.'

11, 12. Bp. Andrewes prayed: 'From Thine anger, and yet more from Thy ceasing to be angry, good Lord, deliver us.'

15. Rubies] here, and at Proverbs 20:15; Proverbs 31:10, more probably, 'red coral.' The finest red coral has always been very costly. 

18. A tree of life] a figure derived from Genesis 3 : see also Ezekiel 47:12; Proverbs 11:30; Proverbs 13:12; Proverbs 15:4. 

19. It is an additional reason for esteeming her, that creation could not have been accomplished without her. 

20. The depths, etc.] i.e. the subterranean storehouses from which fountains and rivers were supposed to be derived.

24. Not affrighted by horrible dreams (Job 7:14). 

29. Securely] i.e. without suspicion.

32. Secret] 'counsel' or 'friendship' (RM): they belong to His 'Privy Council' (Genesis 18:17; Job 19:19; Job 29:4; Psalms 25:14; Psalms 55:14; Amos 3:7). 

35. Joseph, Daniel, Ezra, Mordecai are examples.

04 Chapter 4 
Verses 1-27

Ancestral Wisdom. The Two Paths
In Proverbs 4:1-9 the teacher lays stress on the fact that his instruction is a repetition of his father's. No teaching was thought valuable save that which was handed down from one generation to another. The best pupil was the one who was 'a cemented cistern which loses not a drop.' Proverbs 4:10-19 might be called the doctrine of the two paths, the two ways of life. 20-27 enjoin strict attention to instruction and to conduct.

7. Lit. 'The beginning of wisdom is, get wisdom' (RM). When we feel our deficiency we shall make a start. Socrates was the wisest of the Greeks because he felt that he was not wise. And with all, etc.] Read, 'Yea, with all thou hast gotten' (RV): cp. Matthew 13:45, Matthew 13:46.

8. Exalt] i.e. prize highly.

12. His life is like a broad road in which are no obstacles to trip up the unwary.

16, 17. There were many rapacious officials whose appetite for oppression grew with what it fed on. 

18. The prosperity of the righteous is 'as the light of the dawn' (RM), ever waxing.

23. Watch over the inner life of thought and feeling; on it prosperity depends (1 Samuel 16:7; Matthew 15:19). 

25. Keep your eye fixed on the goal: let nothing turn you aside into the devious paths of wickedness. 

26. Make your way even and level: walk in the smooth, strait path of righteousness.

05 Chapter 5 

Verses 1-23

Unholy Passion. Hallowed Love
A dissuasive from immorality addressed exclusively to men. The two leading thoughts are (1) the disastrous consequences of adultery; loss of honour, property, life, opportunity of repentance, and (2) the sufficiency and desirableness of conjugal love.

6. Read, 'Lest she should ponder the path of life, her ways are unstable, and she knoweth not.' So far is she from entering on the level path which leads to life, her ways are unstable and she is reckless about it.

9-11. All the fruits of a man's labour are preyed on by the false-hearted woman and her confederates:

'Gaming, Women and Wine,

While they laugh, they make a man pine.'

14. He has only just escaped being brought before the assembly of the people, who would have sentenced him to death (Leviticus 20:19; Deuteronomy 22:22).

15-17. A man's pleasures should be sought at home. Read, with RV, 'Should thy springs be dispersed abroad, and rivers of waters in the streets?'

18. It is blessed when enjoyed legitimately. 

19. The opening words are an exclamation: 'Lovely hind! Charming wild goat!'

22. He has had the instruction, but took no heed of it. Now it is too late.

06 Chapter 6 

Verses 1-35

Dissuasives from Hurtful things
Proverbs 6:1-19 are inserted here from some other collection, and contain warnings against suretyships (1-5), sloth (6-11), falseness (12-15), evils which the Lordhates (16-19). At Proverbs 6:20 the thread of Proverbs 5 is resumed.

1. The surety appears to have taken the creditor's hand in the presence of witnesses: cp. 2 Kings 10:15. 

3. Read, 'Seeing thou art come into the hand of thy neighbour, go, bestir thyself, and beset thy neighbour. Make haste to get out of his power' (Matthew 5:25). 

7. Ants really have an elaborately organised society: in some species there is a king and queen; others keep slaves. 

11. One that travelleth] RV 'a robber.' The roads were insecure, as English ones were in the times when 'highwayman' meant 'robber.'

13. Cp. the Arab's prayer: 'O God, pardon us the culpable winking of the eyes.' Here the winking, etc., are signals to confederates. 

16. A proud look] lit. 'haughty eyes' (RV): see our word 'supercilious,' from supercilium= the eyebrow.

25. The beauty of an Eastern woman's eyes is enhanced by being painted round with kohl in the shape of an almond. 

26. A harlot brings him down to a loaf of bread, to extreme poverty; an adulteress will involve his in utter ruin. 

30. The OT. never treats theft leniently. Read, 'Do not men despise,' etc. Yes! and much more an adulterer. 

31. In divers cases twofold, fourfold, fivefold restitution was prescribed (Exodus 22, etc.): sevenfold means very great (Genesis 4:15).

07 Chapter 7 

Verses 1-27

The Bad Woman
A picture drawn from life of the enticing of a young man by a wicked woman.

2. The apple] lit. 'the little man' of the eye, so called because an image is reflected from the pupil of the eye. It is a figure for the most precious and delicate things (Deuteronomy 32:10; Psalms 17:8). 

3. The Jews wear a long leather band twisted round the arm and fingers during prayer. Passages of Scripture written on parchment and enclosed in a small leather box are at the same time worn on the forehead.

4. My sister] the title by which bride and wife are addressed (Song of Solomon 4:9).

6. The window is the opening; the casement is the lattice-work filling it, looking through which one may see and remain unseen.

9. Twilight ends suddenly, and is followed by dense darkness. 

11. Stubborn] or 'wilful'; an epithet applied to an unruly beast which has shaken off the yoke (Hosea 4:16). 

14. Leviticus 7:16-18 shows that such sacrifices were followed by a feast: the blood and the fat of the intestines were offered to God; the rest of the animal was consumed by the offerer, his family and guests. The woman is therefore inviting to a sumptuous feast.

19, 20. The husband is a merchant, who is absent on a long journey, as is evident from his having taken with him his purse. He will not be home till the 'full moon' (RV).

26. Read, 'Yea, many are those she has slain.'

27. The chambers of death are the many diverse receptacles supposed to be in the under-world: cp. John 14:2.

08 Chapter 8 

Verses 1-36

Wisdom's Cry
Wisdom now reappears as a preacher, holding forth in all the places where men most do congregate. After expounding in varied ways the excellence of the gifts which she can bestow, she asserts that she was the first of all God's creatures, who stood at His side when He formed our world, and took part in His work as a master workman, whose delight has always been in the lives and affairs of men. In Proverbs 8:1-21 we find only the ordinary kind of personification, in which a quality is spoken of as though it were a living individual. In Proverbs 8:22-31, however, it is almost as though Wisdom were an actual person, distinct from God. No one can wonder that in the 4th cent, of our era theologians of diverse schools made considerable use of this chapter in the controversies respecting the Second Person in the Holy Trinity. But there is no convincing force in the arguments which either side derived from this source. The object of the writer was to recommend that wisdom which is his constant theme, which manifests itself in the right conduct of life, by showing that it is exhibited and exemplified in the wonders of Nature and the Creation of the world. There is also a trace here of the idea which at a later time asserted itself very strongly, that a medium was required to bridge over the distance betwixt the Spiritual Creator and the material universe. Job 28, 38; Sirach 1:1-21; Sirach 24; Wisd 7:8-8:21 should be read along with this c.

2. The high places are the walls and towers, vantage-points for a speaker. 

5. Wisdom] rather, 'prudence' or 'sagacity.'

12. Read, 'I, Wisdom, have made prudence my dwelling,' i.e. I am complete master of it.

14-16. There is no genuine statesmanship apart from wisdom.

22-31. This account of creation reminds us of Genesis 1 Job 38. God makes a vault, the firmament, which rests on the surrounding waters (Proverbs 8:27). He settles the mountains (Proverbs 8:25) on foundations which are at the level of the floor of the sea (Psalms 104:8; Jonah 2:6). He firmly encloses the fountains of the deep, so that they cannot break through (Proverbs 8:28). 

22. Read, 'The Lord formed me as the beginning of his creation': cp. Colossians 1:15; Revelation 3:14. 

23. Or] i.e. ere, before. 

30. As one brought up with hint] as a nursling or foster-child; RY 'as a master workman. 'I was daily his delight] lit. 'I was delight daily day'; my whole existence was delight: cp. Psalms 120:7, 'I am peace,' all peace, nothing else. 

34. A king or great man would every morning find a crowd of clients waiting to pay their court and receive his bounties. Happy the client at Wisdom's door. 

36. He who misses wisdom wrongs himself.

09 Chapter 9 

Verses 1-18

The Rivals
Folly and Wisdom invite guests to their respective houses. The consequences of accepting either of the two invitations are described. We are reminded of the Greek parable, 'The choice of Hercules,' which related how the hero, at the beginning of his career, was accosted by two fair women, Virtue and Vice, who would have him tread, one the rough, the other the flowery way.

1-6. Wisdom's invitation.

1. The word Wisdom is in the plural, to indicate her variety and perfection. She has a house, and therefore is always ready to entertain. The seven pillars—a complete number—are in the courtyard, supporting a gallery. 

2. The wine was mixed with spices (Isaiah 5:22). 

3. Messengers are sent when the meal is ready (Luke 14:17). 

4. Simple] i.e. inexperienced, easily led, capable of being turned either way. Hence Folly (Proverbs 9:16) has equal hopes of influencing them. 

5. Bread] The name for food in general (Proverbs 9:2). 

6. Read, 'Forsake folly.' 7-12 are out of their proper context.

7. He will insult and revile you. 

10. The holy] RV 'the Holy One.'

12. Cp. Ezekiel 18:4; Galatians 6:5.

'From David's lips this word did roll,

'Tis true and living yet:

No man can save his brother's soul,

Nor pay his brother's debt.'

13-18. Folly is personified as a woman, the traits of whose character are drawn from the description already given of the lewd woman; and unchastity is looked on as the supreme exhibition of folly. 

13. She is 'loud' and ignorant. We speak of a 'loud,' meaning a vulgar woman. 

17. The forbidden is attractive.

10 Chapter 10 

Verses 1-16
Here we reach the first collection of what were supposed to be Solomon's proverbs. Most of them consist of two lines parallel to each other. The parallelism is one of contrast, or agreement, or explanation, or of different persons and objects. It is impossible to trace any principle underlying the order in which the proverbs stand. Several of them are more or less exactly repeated in Proverbs 25-29.

Verses 1-32
The main subject, not treated continuously, but recurred to again and again, is the blessing which attends goodness and diligence, the penalty which follows sin and sloth.

2. Treasures of wickedness] acquired by wrong-doing (Amos 3:10). In many synagogues this v. is inscribed over the alms-box. To the later Jews 'righteousness' meant almsgiving (Daniel 4:27; Tobit 4:1; Tobit 12:9; Matthew 6:1). 

4. To deal with a slack hand is to be lacking in energy. 

5. 'Make hay while the sun shines.'

7. 'Only the ashes of the just

Smell sweet and blossom from the dust.'

10. Winketh with the eye] i.e. to stir up by malicious hints. In the LXX the second half of the v. runs: 'but he that openly rebuketh maketh peace.'

12. Love hides them from sight.

14. Near destruction] destruction nigh at hand.

16. The wealth earned by a good man will be rightly employed and therefore will bring him lasting gain, but revenue spent in self-indulgence and sin brings nothing but loss in the end. 

19. Simeon, son of Gamaliel, said: 'All my days I have grown up among the wise, and I have found nought of better service than silence... Whoso is profuse of words causes sin.'

21. Feed] instruct. 

24. The fear of the wicked] that which he fears.

25. The storm carries him completely away (Psalms 1:4).

11 Chapter 11 

Verses 1-31
1. False weights were exceedingly common (Proverbs 16:11; Proverbs 20:10; Amos 8:5). 

6. Transgressors] RV 'they that deal treacherously.'

10. The shouting expresses exultation. 

12. Disparaging remarks concerning neighbours are foolish.

14. For counsel read 'statesmanship.'

16. A woman of gracious disposition and manners obtains honour. 

18. Worketh a deceitful work] RV 'earneth deceitful wages,' fairy gold, apples of Sodom.

21. Hands were struck in confirmation of a bargain. Hence the meaning here and at Proverbs 16:5 is, 'My hand upon it!' 'Assuredly!'

22. A gold ring was and still is worn by Oriental women, depending from the right nostril to the mouth. 

24. Wise and liberal expenditure is contrasted with ill-advised niggardly economy. 

26. Buying up corn to sell at famine prices was the evil in those days which corresponded to monopolies, trusts, and combines of later times. 'It is a wicked thing to make a dearth one's garner.'

29. He throws his household into confusion by bad management, arbitrariness, etc.

12 Chapter 12 

Verses 1-28
4. A crown, etc.] Possibly there may be a reference to the crown worn on their wedding-day by bride and bridegroom (Song of Solomon 3:11; Song of Solomon 8:9). In Damascus the bridal crown consists of a silver hoop covered with a network of strings of corals. On this net are fastened strings of gold coins.

5. Two kinds of plans. 

6. Their very words are an ambush, meant to cause destruction.

9. Even a poor man in those days could afford to have a slave (cp. Exodus 21:32), and such a man, although others might look down on him, would be happier than a person who maintained much state and show but was starving all the while.

11. Follow a regular business: to be occupied with 'vain things' (RM), speculations, and the like, brings disaster. 

12. Read, 'Wickedness is the net of evil men.' Their ovm badness entraps them. 

16. A fool blurts out his annoyance: a wise man is in. no hurry to publish the insult he has received. 

18. Thoughtless talk inflicts grievous wounds: if a wise man is present he heals them.

20. The counsellors of peace] Those who promote prosperity. 

21. Mischief] i.e. calamity (Proverbs 17:20; Proverbs 28:14). 

23. 'Still waters run deep.' 'Empty vessels make the most sound.'

24. Under tribute] forced to do taskwork (1 Kings 9:21). 

26. More excellent than] RV 'is a guide to.' Seduceth them] RV 'causeth them to err.'

27. He is too lazy to look after his own food (Proverbs 19:24).

13 Chapter 13 

Verses 1-25
2. Read, 'the desire of the treacherous is for violence' (RM). 

3. The times were out of joint: those alone were safe who said nothing. 

4. Soul] as in Proverbs 13:2 and many other passages, means 'appetite.' Made fat] abundantly gratified. 

5. Read, 'but a wicked man behaves shamefully and abominably.'

7. One 'feigneth himself rich' (RM), to gain consideration; another 'feigneth himself poor,' to avoid giving and paying. 

8. Providence equalises matters: wealth may buy one off from peril, but poverty saves us from fear of being robbed. Not rebuke] RV 'no threatening.'

9. The extinction of the lamp is a sign of disaster: cp. Proverbs 20:20; Proverbs 31:18; Job 18:6; Jeremiah 25:10.

10. 'By pride cometh only contention' (RV): willingness to be advised saves from this and many evils.

11. The proverb originally ran: 'Wealth gotten in haste, etc., but wealth gotten by degrees,' etc. 'Come lightly, go lightly.'

14. Such vv. as this indicate the existence of a definite class of wise men, whose teachings were highly esteemed. 

15. Read, 'A man of tact obtaineth favour, but the way of the treacherous is their destruction.'

21. Evil] i.e. misfortune. Good] i.e. prosperity. 

23. Tillage] RM 'tilled land.' For want of judgment] RV 'by reason of injustice.' The idea is that God blesses the labour of the righteous poor, but the unjust, though they may be rich, will not flourish.

24. Egyptian proverb: 'The ears of the young are placed on the back, and he hears when it is flogged.'

14 Chapter 14 

Verses 1-35
1. The prosperity of the family depends on the wife (Proverbs 31:10-31). 

3. Of pride] RM 'for his pride.'

4. Where there are no oxen men have not to labour at keeping the crib clean, but at the same time there is no profit. The men who unload coal in Calais harbour used to sing: 'The coalis black, but the money's white.'

8. The wise man's concern is how shall he act; the foolish man's how shall he deceive others. 

9. Lit.' the guilt-offering mocketh at fools.' This seems to mean that fools trust in its expiatory virtue, but that on their behalf it has no efficacy. 

10. Every one knows where his own shoe pinches (1 Kings 8:38). 

11. Tabernacle] or 'tent,' used for 'house' (1 Kings 12:16). 

12. He mistakenly thinks that the path of self-indulgence leads to lasting prosperity.

13. Men do not always wear their heart on their sleeve. Black Care sits behind the horseman.

14. We get our deserts. The backslider in heart is he who forsakes God. 

15. 'Quick believers need broad shoulders.'

16. Rageth] RV 'behaveth himself insolently'; will not be told, knows better than any one else.

17. Anger is temporary madness. 

19. Not always: see Luke 16:20. 

22. They wander from the way of safety and peace. 

24. Riches rightly used are a crown: but a rich fool has no crown, has nought but folly.

28. Let the king follow a policy which shall' increase, not diminish, the number of his subjects. 

29. Exalteth folly] i.e. exhibits. great folly. 

30. A 'tranquil' heart (RM) is contrasted with a jealous one. 

32. If we transpose two letters we get the following rendering: 'The wicked is thrust down through his evil-doing, but the righteous hath a refuge through his integrity.' In any case, it is hardly in keeping with the rest of Proverbs to find here a reference to the life beyond the grave.

15 Chapter 15 

Verses 1-33
1. Grievous] i.e. annoying. 'If one pour in hot water let the other pour in cold.'

3. Beholding] RV 'keeping watch upon,' as watching over a city (Isaiah 52:8), or the prophets over the people (Ezekiel 3:17). 

4. Read, 'a soothing tongue.. a wound in the spirit.'

7. Doeth not so] RM 'is not steadfast.'

8. A costly offering from the one is unacceptable: the mere prayer of the other is accepted (Mark 12:42).

11. Hell and destruction] RV 'Sheol and Abaddon.' The latter means 'place of destruction': cp. Proverbs 27:20; Job 26:6; Job 28:22; Job 31:12; Psalms 88:11. At Revelation 9:11; Abaddon is the Angel of Destruction. Subsequently it became the name for the lowest part of Gehenna. 

15. 'Cheerful,' not merry: it is not the word rendered 'merry' inv. 13. 

16. Religion delivers from harassing care. 

17. A stalled ox] is one kept up and fattened for slaughter. 

19. The one sees imaginary hindrances: the other's course is a well-made level road.

21. RV 'maketh straight his going': i.e. acts straightforwardly. 

23. Well-considered and opportune speech brings joy. 

24. Lit. 'The way of life upward is to the wise man': he escapes the premature death of the wicked.

26. RV 'pleasant words are pure' (in God's eyes). 

27. Bribery is one of the greatest curses of the East (Exodus 18:21; Ezekiel 22:12; Sirach 17:7).

30. The light of the eyes] i.e. good fortune.

31. He who does not wish to learn will be neither welcome nor happy among the wise.

16 Chapter 16 

Verses 1-33
1-9. God's control of human life.

1. Read, 'the preparations of the heart belong to man, but the answer of the tongue is from the Lord.' Man prepares his plans, but the decisive, final word is suggested by God. 'There's a divinity that shapes our ends, roughhew them as we will.'

2. Cp. 1 Corinthians 4:4.

4. Read, 'The Lord hath made everything for its own end.' God is the absolute Sovereign (Amos 3:6). The wicked are created for punishment (Exodus 9:16; Ezekiel 38:16; Ezekiel 39:21; Romans 9:17). The truth here pointed to would be expressed in milder terms today: we should say that nothing escapes the control and the judgment of God. 

5. Though hand, etc.] read, 'he will assuredly not go unpunished' (Proverbs 11:21). 

6. Sin is expiated by kindness and faithfulness towards others (Isaiah 27:9; Isaiah 40:2; Daniel 4:27; Hosea 6:6).

9. 'Man proposes, God disposes.'

10-15. The vv. relate chiefly to a king's powers and functions.

10. His sentence has the force of a divine oracle. 

11. Probably the word, the 'Lord,'is mistakenly inserted: the human king is meant. The merchant carried his (stone) weights about in a bag. Explorers have found in Palestine ancient weights of hæmatite, limestone, etc. 

15. The light of.. countenance] i.e. his friendly regard. The latter rain] is the spring rain, required to ripen the crops.

16-19. The advantages of a right spirit.

17. The road they travel does not lead to misfortune.

20-25. deal with wisdom and its results.

20. He that handleth, etc.] read, 'he that giveth heed to the word' (of God or of the teacher). 

21. The sweetness, etc.] Attractive speech disposes the listener to learn.

22. Instruction] RV 'correction': their folly is their punishment.

26. Hunger prompts labour. It has been wittily said that every boy should pray that he may be born poor. 

30. Read, 'he that shutteth his eyes (as if pondering deeply) does it to devise froward things: he that (scornfully) compresses his lips has brought evil to pass.' Slanderers and backbiters are meant. 

31. RV 'It shall be found,' etc. The NT. does not teach that the righteous are always rewarded with long life.

32. 'Yet he who reigns within himself, and rules

Passions, desires and fears, is more a king;

And who attains not, ill aspires to rule

Cities of men or headstrong multitudes.'

33. The lot was put in the folds of the garment and then shaken out (Judges 1:3; Isaiah 34:17, etc.).

17 Chapter 17 

Verses 1-28
1. Lit. 'the sacrifices of strife.' There would be no pleasure in the festal meal which followed a sacrifice (Proverbs 7:14) if it was accompanied with a quarrel. 'A little with quiet is the only diet.'

2. The Israelite slave was a member of the family (Genesis 24:12; Deuteronomy 5:14, etc.), might become the heir (Genesis 15:2-3) or marry the daughter (1 Chronicles 2:34-35). 

4. Naughty] injurious. 

7. The proverb writers show no hope of redeeming the lost. Their verdict is, 'He that is filthy let him be filthy still.'

8. He who gives a bribe regards it as a precious stone, a stone which brings favour; whithersoever he turns he prospers. Philip of Macedon boasted that he had taken more towns with silver than with iron. 

10. A hundred strokes would be more than double the number allowed by the law (Deuteronomy 25:3). 

11. The meaning is doubtful. Either, 'An evil man seeketh only rebellion,' or, 'Rebellion seeketh only mischief.' The rebellion may be against God or the king; if the former, cp. Psalms 78:49 for the cruel messenger.

14. Before it be meddled with] RV 'Before there be quarrelling.' The bursting of a dam begins with a small crack. 'Little strokes fell great oaks.'

16. Money cannot buy it if the mind is indisposed to it. 

19. To 'exalt the gate' may mean to set oneself above the neighbours, and so become a target for their envy. But the original probably ran: 'He that speaketh proud words.'

24. The fool lacks the power of concentration. 

27, 28. 'I have found nought of better service than silence.' 'Silence is a fence to wisdom.'

18 Chapter 18 

Verses 1-24
1. Lit. 'One who separates himself seeks desire, quarrels with all wisdom.' This would mean that a solitary recluse follows his own wishes and opposes everything reasonable. But LXX suggests, 'The alienated friend seeks an occasion of quarrel, seeks by all means to stir up strife.'

2. He likes to talk about his own notions. 

4. The second half of the v. shows that it is a wise man who is in view; his words are 'as deep waters,' i.e. are inexhaustible; he is ever ready to give helpful answers.

8. Wounds] RV 'dainty morsels.' Malicious gossip finds ready acceptance (Jeremiah 15:16).

10. The name of Jehovah is Jehovah Himself as revealed to men, His manifested character (Psalms 75:1). Orientals have always ascribed mysterious powers to the divine titles. Mohammedans repeat them one by one as they count the ninety-nine beads. One of the ancient Persian books declares that the recital of God's names is the best defence against all danger.

14. Bear] RM 'raise up.'

16. A superior cannot be approached in the East without a present. 

17. 'Hear the other side.'

20. A man's happiness depends on the way in which he governs and uses his tongue (Matthew 12:36; Matthew 15:11).

22. A good wife (Sirach 17:28). 

24. RV 'He that maketh many friends doeth it to his own destruction; but'

'The friend thou hast, and his adoption tried,

Grapple him to thy soul with hooks of steel.

But do not dull thy palm with entertainment

Of each new-hatched, unfledged comrade.'

19 Chapter 19 

Verses 1-29
1. Fool] read, 'rich' (Proverbs 28:6). 

2. Read, 'Also, desire without knowledge,' etc. Desires must be controlled by knowledge. The hasty in action will miss his mark. 'While the discreet advise, the fool doth his business.'

3. Perverteth] RV 'subverteth.' It is his own fault, yet he blames God for it. 

6. Great nobles and great donors are always sought after.

10. Delight] RV 'delicate living.' He cannot appreciate refinement. Slaves have often risen to great power in the East: the danger is that they may become like the Felix of Acts 23, who was said to exercise royal power with a slave's disposition. 

13. The Arabic proverb is, 'Three things render a house uninhabitable —tak (rain leaking through), nak (a wife's nagging), and bah (bugs).'

17. 'So much hast thou of thy hoard

As thou gavest to thy Lord

Only this will bring thee in

Usance rich and free from sin:

Send thy silver on before,

Lending to His sick and poor.

Every curhem dropped in alms

Touches Allah's open palms,

Ere it falls into the hands

Of thy brother.'

18. RV '.. seeing there is hope, And set not thy heart on his destruction.' Not to discipline is to destroy. 

19. Attempt to soothe him, and he will rage the more. 

22. 'Words are as breath, and will is all.' Only the intention counts (Proverbs 23:6-8; Mark 12:42; 2 Corinthians 8:12). 

24. RV 'The sluggard burieth his hand in the dish,' etc.: the allusion is to the large dish in the centre into which all dip (Mark 14:20). 

28. De voureth] i.e. gulps down greedily.

20 Chapter 20 

Verses 1-30
1. Raging] RV 'a brawler.' Is deceived] RM 'reeleth.' It makes a man sneer, quarrel and reel about. 

2. Fear] the 'terror' which he causes. Soul] RV 'life.'

4. Read, 'In the autumn.. therefore when he seeketh,' etc.: the first season begins about October, the second about April. 

5. A clever cross-questioner elicits one's plans. 

8. Scattereth away] RM 'winnoweth' (1 Kings 3:28).

9. 'What mortal when he saw,

Life's voyage done, his heavenly Friend,

Could ever yet dare tell Him fearlessly:

“I have kept uninfring'd my nature's law;

The inly-written chart Thou gavest me,

To guide me, I have steer'd by to the end”?'

13. Open thine eyes] i.e. Wake up!

15. Read, 'There is gold and abundance of corals and precious vessels—wise lips are all these.'

16. 'Strangers,' not a strange woman. He does not deserve to escape the consequences of his folly. 

19. A 'chatterbox,' not a 'flatterer,' is meant.

25. RV 'It is a snare to a man rashly to say, It is holy,' etc. Reflect before vowing (Sirach 15:1.; Matthew 15:8). There is a Greek story of one who found a gold mine, and thereupon vowed a gold ram to Juno: soon he substituted a silver one; then a small brass one; eventually she got nothing. 'The river past and God forgotten.'

26. The wheel of the threshing-cart, crushing in its weight (Amos 1:3). 

27. Conscience is a searchlight, piercing the depths of the heart (1 Corinthians 2:11). 

28. It is the king's goodness and reliableness that are meant. 
30. The blueness, etc.] RV 'Stripes that wound cleanse,' etc. (Psalms 119:67).

21 Chapter 21 

Verses 1-31
1. The 'watercourses' (RV) are the artificial irrigation channels of Egypt and Babylon (Isaiah 58:11). 

4. There is no connexion between the two halves of the v. RM 'The tillage of the wicked is sin,' i.e. the result of his labour is sin. 

5. One who is in a hurry to be rich hastens to want. 

6. By a very slight alteration of the Hebrew text we get the greatly improved rendering of RM, 'Is a vapour driven to and fro; they are snares of death.'

9. A small room is often built on the flat roof of an Oriental house (1 Kings 17:19; 2 Kings 4:10; Psalms 102:7). 'A needle's eye is wide enough for two friends; the whole world is too narrow for two foes.'

12. Read, 'The righteous considereth the house of the wicked; he overturneth the wicked to ruin.' Perhaps the righteous means God.

14. Bribes are carried ready for use in a fold of the robe. 

16. He will come prematurely to his final resting-place amongst' the Shades' (Proverbs 2:18).

17. The oil is that used at banquets for anointing (Proverbs 27:9; Deuteronomy 14:26; Nehemiah 8:12; Amos 6:6). 

18. Cp. Proverbs 11:8.

22. Strength of the confidence thereof] the stronghold in which it trusted. 

25. He desires ease and self-indulgence. 

27. Read, 'When he bringeth it to atone for wickedness' (RM): cp. Leviticus 19:20-22. 

28. The man who actually heard what he swears to, will speak constantly or 'for ever'; his testimony will never be shaken. 

29. A wicked man boldly maintains whatever suits him; a wise man 'considereth his way' (RM).

22 Chapter 22 

Verses 1-16
1. To be regarded with favour is better than silver and gold. This v. is inscribed in large letters on the walls of Manchester Exchange. Rabbi Simeon used to say: 'There are only three crowns; the crown of the Law, the crown of priesthood, and the crown of kingdom; but the crown of a good name excels them all.'

2. 'A man's a man for a' that.'

6. 'As the twig is bent so the tree's inclined.' In the way he should go] i.e. according to the position and. work to which he is destined. 

8. The rod, etc.] i.e. the power of his tyranny shall vanish.

12. Read, 'The eyes of the Lord are in him that keepeth knowledge.'

Verses 17-29
These proverbs are very unlike the preceding in tone, and style. The author's own personality is brought distinctly into view (Proverbs 22:17-21; Proverbs 23:15); he had a high opinion of the value of his maxims; he arranges them in strophes, not in couplets.

18. Fitted] RV 'established together,' i.e. ready (1 Peter 3:15). 

20. For excellent things RM suggests 'heretofore.' Perhaps we should read 'triply': cp. Hosea 8:12 RV. 

21. RM 'Them that send thee,' i.e. his parents. Perhaps it ought to be, 'them that ask thee' (1 Peter 3:15).

27. If the debtor has failed to meet his obligation and the unlucky surety has no money, the creditors will seize the poor man's scanty belongings, even to his bed. 

28. Landmarks were of extreme importance when there were no fences: see on Ruth 2:22. 

29. Stand before] i.e. serve (1 Samuel 16:21; 1 Kings 10:8).

23 Chapter 23 

Verses 1-35
1. RV 'him that is before thee.' Do not excite his contempt. 

2. Restrain your appetite. 

3. He invites you for his own purposes.

4. Cease, etc.] i.e. desist from the attempt to be rich.

6-8. Estimate the niggard according to his thoughts, rather than his words. Your pleasant conversation is wasted labour.

10, 11. Read, 'The landmark of the widow.' God Himself is the Goel, the redeemer, the next of kin, who protects widows and orphans (Exodus 22:21-23; Leviticus 25:25; Numbers 30:12; Ruth 4:3-4; Jeremiah 50:34).

16. Reins] lit. 'Kidneys.' Heart and kidneys were considered to be the seat of mental and spiritual life (Job 19:27; Psalms 16:7; Jeremiah 10:20; Jeremiah 20:12). 

18. End] lit. 'latter end,' crowning the life. 

21. The drowsiness follows nights of intemperance.

27. In Galilee there are scores of ancient cisterns, bottle-shaped, into which one may fall and find it impossible to climb out. 

28. The miserable duplicities and 'treacheries' (RV) of an unholy passion.

29. 'Complaining'—not babbling—arises amongst boon companions. Redness of eyes] is due to dissipation. 

30. Seek] RV 'seek out,' try it thoroughly. Mixed wine] see on Proverbs 9:2.

31. Giveth his colour] i.e. sparkles. Moveth itself aright] RV 'goeth down smoothly.'

34. The midst of the sea] i.e. on the high seas (Proverbs 30:19; Ezekiel 27:25). With a slight change in the text we get, 'in a great storm,' instead of, upon the top of a mast. 

35. The sot is represented as saying that the blows which were showered on him when drunk have neither injured nor pained him, and as longing to be fully awake from his drunken sleep in order to return again to his carousing.

24 Chapter 24 

Verses 1-34
5. Read, 'A wise man is better than a warrior, and a man of knowledge than a man of strength.'

7. When put on his trial 'in the gate' of the city, where public business was usually transacted, he has nothing to say (Matthew 22:12). 

10. Adversity is sent to bring out your strength: if you are slack and irresolute in the day of trial you are proved to be a weakling. 

11, 12. Do not seek to evade your responsibilities (Genesis 4:9; James 4:17). 

13, 14. Wisdom is as sweet as honey.

16-18. Seven] an indefinite, but considerable number. The wrath will now fall on you.

20. Candle] RV 'lamp' (Proverbs 31:18). 

21, 22. Take no part in conspiracies and revolutions.

23-34. is a short collection of sayings, with the heading, 'These also are sayings of the wise.'

26. Every man, etc.] 'He Kisseth the lips': i.e. behaves as a true friend. 

27. Before 'building the house' (i.e. getting married), make proper provision. 

28. This is in opposition to the ancient law of retaliation (Exodus 21:23-25; Leviticus 24:17-21; Deuteronomy 19:21).

25 Chapter 25 

Verses 1-28

Courts. Quarrels
1-7. relate to kings and courts.

1. By the men of Hezekiah the author of this v. doubtless means literary men at the king's court. These, he says, transcribed the following proverbs from some other collection or collections. It will be noticed that many of them have appeared earlier in the book.

2. The works of God in history and nature are beyond us (Deuteronomy 29:29; Job 11:7; Job 15:8; Isaiah 45:15; Romans 11:33). A king should be conversant with all that is going on (1 Kings 3:16; Job 29:11).

4, 5. Finer] a contraction of 'refiner,' as 'fining pot' (Proverbs 17:3) is of 'refining pot.' But we learn from LXX that the original reading was, 'And it cometh forth perfectly pure.'

6-8. Forth] RV 'forward': cp. Luke 14:11. The last words of Luke 14:7 belong to Luke 14:8, 'What thine eyes have seen, go not forth hastily to dispute about. For what wilt thou do in the end, when,' etc. 

9, 10. To disclose the discreditable secret even of an adversary brings one an evil name. 

11. The words appear to mean, 'A word spoken in season is golden fruit in silver carvings.'

13. Snow is used in the East to cool a beverage, as we use ice. 

14. Of a false gift] RV 'of his gifts falsely.' 'Much cry and little wool.'

18. A maul is a mace, club, or hammer. 

20. The first clause should probably be omitted, and the v. should begin thus: 'Vinegar on a wound,' etc. The Heb. words for nitre and 'wound' are almost identical. To sing songs for one who is of a heavy heart is almost as cruel as to pour vinegar on a wound.

22. Heap coals of fire, etc.] i.e. make him burn with shame: cp. Romans 12:20. 

23. Driveth away] RV 'bringeth forth.'

26. The fountain is troubled by the feet of animals (Ezekiel 32:2; Ezekiel 34:18).

27. LXX. reads, 'It is not good,' etc.: 'Therefore be sparing in words of commendation.' Too much flattery is like too much honey. 

28. 'Man who man would be must rule the empire of himself.'

26 Chapter 26 

Verses 1-28

Fools. Sluggards. Talkers
1-12. The vv. refer chiefly to fools.

1. The Palestinian seasons were more regular than ours (1 Samuel 12:17). 

2. This is a contradiction of the idea that the deity invoked in a curse was bound to inflict it (Genesis 27:33; Judges 17:2). The undeserved curse is compared to the aimless movements of a bird. 

4, 5. Answer or not, according to circumstances (Matthew 12:30; Mark 9:39). 

6. 'He that sends a fool means to follow him.'

7. A fool is no more qualified to use a proverb than a lame man his legs. 

8. This may be read, 'As he that bindeth,' etc. It should not be 'bound' there. Or, 'As a bag of gems,' etc. (RV). That is not the place for them.

10. The proverb seems to be directed against employing fools and strangers, but it is impossible to be sure how the Hebrew words at the beginning of the v. originally ran.

17. RM 'A passing dog,' which does not know you.

18-28. The evil effects of much speaking.

18, 19. Sport to them is death to others.

21. For coal read 'bellows.'

23. A potsherd covered with the lead oxide which remains after silver has been refined looks valuable, but is worthless; so are 'fervent lips and a wicked heart' (RV): cp. Luke 22:47.

27 Chapter 27 

Verses 1-27

Sundry Observations. Agriculture
4. Envy] a husband's jealousy is meant (Song of Solomon 8:6). 

5, 6. Men 'hide' (RV) love when they refrain from telling a friend his faults. An enemy will be 'profuse' (RV) in deceitful kisses: Judas kissed Jesus much (Matthew 26:49; RM). 

7. The Spartan king told the tyrant Dionysius that the broth was nothing without the seasoning of fatigue and hunger. 

8. 'East, West, hame's best.'

9. Sweetness of disposition is desirable when it arises, not from mere emotion, but from a settled purpose of the soul. 

14. Early and loud demonstrativeness is not stable. 'Evening words are not like to morning.'

16. The RV makes this difficult v. mean that he is attempting the impossible. 

17. The solitary grows dull. 'The best mirror is an old friend.' The Greek proverb is, 'One man, no man.'

19. Judge another by yourself.

21. Estimate him by the reputation he wins. The Russian proverb is, 'A man's reception is according to his coat; his dismissal according to his sense.'

22. 'Heaven and earth fight in vain against a dunce.' 'Fools grow without watering.'

23-27. A homily in praise of careful attention to the flocks and herds. The writer is not disposed to depreciate agriculture, as some of the later Jewish proverb-makers were. One of these says, 'Lay out your money in trade, and you will have flesh and wine daily; lay it out in land, and you. will have but a bare subsistence.'

24. Riches and honour (the crown) are fleeting: attention to field and flock are profitable. 

26. Sell your stock, and with the proceeds buy clothing and land.

28 Chapter 28 

Verses 1-28

Observations relating chiefly to Social Life
2. Cp. the many changes of rulers during the unsatisfactory period described in 2K15.

3. The addition of a single Hebrew letter gives 'wicked' instead of poor. 

4. See the account of Phinehas (Numbers 25). But the law here means religious and moral teaching in general. 

5. Cp. 1 John 2:20.

8. Unjust gain] RV 'increase.' The OT. denounced usury and interest because it was assumed that the borrower was a person in distress (Exodus 22:25; Deuteronomy 23:19; Psalms 15:5). That is quite a different matter from the lending on interest, without which modern trade could not be carried on.

10. The evil way is the one which ends in calamity. 

14. He fears to do wrong. 

18. For at once, read, 'into a pit.'

21. RM 'For a piece of bread a man will transgress.' 'I was taken by a morsel, says the fish.'

22. Evil eye] avaricious.

27. Hideth his eyes] He 'passes by on the other side' (Luke 10:31-32).

29 Chapter 29 

Verses 1-27

Kings and Fathers
3. Cp. the prodigal son (Luke 15). 

6. His transgression is the snare which catches and ruins him. 

9. If a wise man has a lawsuit with a fool the latter will exhibit the most diverse moods, but one thing he will not do, and that is to listen quietly. 

10. RM 'But the upright care for his soul.'

12. They argue that truth does not pay. 

13. To the poor and 'the oppressor' (RV), to all classes alike, God gives the light of life (Psalms 13:3; Psalms 38:10). 

17. 'Better the child weep than the father.'

18. The vision of the prophet (Isaiah 1:1) and the instruction of the law deterred the people from 'casting off restraint' (RV). Morality requires the safeguard of religion.

19. Sirach 33:24-29 recommends blows.

21. LXX has, 'He who has been luxurious from a child will become a servant, and in the end will be wretched.'

24. This does not mean a man who goes shares in the booty, but one who knows the thief, hears the adjuration to testify (Leviticus 5:1), and fails to respond.

27. 'Birds of a feather flock together.'

30 Chapter 30 

Verses 1-33

The Words of Agur
The simplest way of treating the title is to read as follows: 'The words of Agur, son of Yakeh, of Massa.' Then we may proceed, with RM, 'The man saith, I have wearied myself, O God; I have wearied myself, O God, and am consumed; for I am too stupid to be a man.' Nothing is known of Agur or Yakeh, and we can only say of these proverbs that they are unlike any that have preceded, and are evidently of later date. The grouping of objects in twos, threes, and fours reminds us of Job 5:19; Psalms 62:11; Amos 1, 2, and of later Jewish books, such as 'The Ethics of the Fathers' and the Talmudic treatise 'Horajoth.'

1-4. He lays no claim to the wisdom of which some boast: he does not profess to understand the 'Holy One' (RV), or to be Master of Nature (Job 38). The garment is the clouds. 

5, 6. Men should attend to the word of revelation, which is pure as refined gold; they add to its teachings at their peril.

7-9. Two desirable things.

8. Each household slave had an allotted portion of food (Proverbs 31:15): God is here the head of the family, weighing out to me 'the bread of my portion' (RM). 
9. When in great distress men often blaspheme (Isaiah 8:21; Revelation 16:9). But the meaning may be that he dishonours the name of his God by stealing (Ezekiel 36:20).

11-14. Four classes of detestable people.

15, 16. Read, 'The leech hath two daughters—Give, Give.' There is an Indian proverb: 'Fire is not satiated with wood, nor the ocean with streams, nor death with all the living, nor woman with man.'

17. The unburied corpse will be devoured by ravens of the wadi and by vultures (RM): eagles do not eat corpses.

18, 19. Four mysterious things: cp. Wisdom of Solomon 5:10, Wisdom of Solomon 5:11.

19. Maid] lit. 'young woman.'

20. This woman is an animal, in whom conscience has never been developed.

21-23. Four intolerable things.

23. The odious woman is the one who has long been rejected, but she secures a husband at last. A handmaid, etc.] Either she inherits from, or she supplants, her mistress: if the latter is meant, cp. Sarah's jealousy of Hagar.

24-28. Four animals, small but wise.

26. The creature improperly called coney here and at Leviticus 11:5; Deuteronomy 14:7; Psalms 104:18 is the Syrian 'hyrax,' an animal about the size of a rabbit, which feeds on grass, and lives in companies in the clefts of the rocks. 

27. By bands] cp. Joel 2.

28. The 'lizard' (RV) is so small that 'you can grasp it with your hands' (RM).
29-31. Four creatures of stately gait.

31. Instead of greyhound LXX has the 'cock.' The fourth creature can hardly be the king: the passage is corrupt. 

33. Retain the same word throughout: pressing milk, pressing the nose, pressing strife. The 'curd' (not butter), which is a favourite and refreshing drink in the East, is made by shaking the milk about in a vessel of skin.

31 Chapter 31 

Verses 1-31

The Mother of Lemuel. The Excellent Woman
1-9. An exhortation addressed to king Lemuel by his mother, urging him to avoid women and wine. The latter leads to slackness and unfairness in the administration of justice.

'1. Read the title thus: 'The words of Lemuel, king of Massa, which his mother taught him.' It is possible that the Massa of Genesis 25:14 is meant. 

2. The repeated What? appears to point to an inclination towards these excesses. Son of my vows] see 1 Samuel 1:11.

3. Read, 'Give not thy love to those who destroy kings.'

4. 'More are drowned in the wine-cup than in the ocean.'

6. Of heavy hearts] read, 'the bitter in soul.' The Talmud treats this verse as the foundation of the pious custom of the Jerusalem ladies, who provided medicated wine to dull the pain of those condemned to death (Mark 15:23).

10-31. A complete alphabetical poem, each of its 22 vv. beginning with a letter of the Hebrew alphabet. It describes the perfect housewife, the virtuous, or, as the word rather means, the 'excellent,' the 'capable' woman. Industrious herself, she sees to it that her servants are the same. She sells the products of their spinning and weaving, and buys lands with the money. She watches over the conduct of the entire household. She is kind to the poor and gentle to all. Husband and children pay her honour as the prime source of all their welfare. She is self-respecting and dignified. Religion lies at the root of her character.

The ideal is a worthy one, well adapted to life in one of the towns of antiquity, where the men were engaged in public business (Proverbs 31:23) and the women were supposed to attend to all domestic and business affairs. No doubt we should need some additional features for the portrait of the highest type of womanhood. This lady is not in the fullest sense the helpmeet for man. She is too much the toiler on his behalf, too little the partner of his thoughts and plans. Tennyson's 'Princess' strikes a note which we cannot afford to miss:

'Let her make herself her own

To give or keep, to live and learn and be

All that not harms distinctive womanhood.

Till at the last she set herself to man,

Like perfect music unto noble words;

And so these twain, upon the skirts of Time,

Sit side by side, full-summed in all their powers,

Dispensing harvest, sowing the To-be,

Self-reverent each and reverencing each,

Distinct in individualities,

But like each other ev'n as those who love.'

11. Spoil here means gain. 

13. Read, 'worketh at that which her hands delight in.'

15. The portion is either the proper quantity of food or the allotted quantity of material for work. 

21. Scarlet dye being costly, the garments would be of good material, thick and warm. 

22. Read, 'She maketh for herself coverings' (Proverbs 7:16). There is no justification for the addition, 'of tapestry.'

25. 'She laugheth at the time to come' (RV), because she is prepared for anything.

26. On an Egyptian tombstone is the inscription: 'Peace was in the words which came from his mouth, and the book of the wise Thoth' (the divine scribe of the gods) 'was on his tongue.' A later Jerusalem proverb was: 'Gentleness is the salt which preserves wealth from corruption.'

30. Favour] i.e. charm and attractiveness.

